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MINISTER'S LETTER WEEK 4

† Photo of our beloved church just this
month courtesy of Andrew Hewitson

My dearly beloved,

I once met someone who told me
that as a child she loved watching
foreign films at the cinema
because they had subtitles. How
odd! I thought. Nevertheless,
subtitles were and will remain
important to her.  Why? She’s
deaf.  Life had thrown her some
obstacles and she had to figure
things out to make it work.

It seems that there is an iron will
to live, live well, even when we
feel that we’ve had enough of life.

It is understandable that many
people should take an
apprehensive view of the future
given what is happening all
around us.

Yet, our job in this moment  as
Christians is to articulate the
central message of Easter and to
practice and reclaim it in this
hour: HE IS RISEN.

That is the difference in knowing
Jesus and knowing about Jesus.
For without memory we cannot
give life the continuity it needs.
It is a mistake we can ill afford.

Yes, our prophecies about the
future are neither Delphic nor
Cumaean.  And yet there is
prayer. Praying, yes, that
thankless persuasion.

Thomas Wolfe, the writer, who died much
too young at 38, was advised by his editor
at Charles Scribner's Sons, Maxwell
Perkins, to keep at the forefront of his
mind as he wrote this golden thread: that
all great American novels is nothing more
than the hero's search for a father.

We are Scots, not Americans.  But we are
Christians and I assure you, our Father is
not easily worsted.

And so our hope in God should be
unfailing; one might even call it flagrant.

As ever,

Sang
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In 1665 , during the plague pandemic, Isaac
Newton was stuck at home. During this time he
developed the theory of gravity. The best things
come from having the time and the space to
think and be creative. In years to come, your
children will study the time of Co-vid19.

They will learn how rainbows were a sign of
hope.

They will hear how people came together to
cheer and clap the amazing people who saved
lives and kept our country going.

They will hear of a time where the world
slowed down, polluted skies cleared and
animals reclaimed the streets.

A time where families spent time together
playing and having fun.

A time when we treasured our one walk a day.

When people got to know their neighbours.

Where people came together to help those in
need.

A time when we realised the power of a hug.

When seeing our friends and family meant
seeing their faces on a screen.

When school went online and parents became
teachers.

A time where people went a little crazy and
stockpiled loo roll !!

STAY AT HOME, it’s never been easier to save
lives.

Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery,
but today is a gift.

That is why it is called the present.

We are living through history , how will you
remember it ?

Love to all of you and Hopefully we will all be
together again soon.

Ω Marie Campbell, Elder

From the Session Clerk
Like of all you Billy and I have spent these
past 4 weeks staying close to home. We have
been busy in the garden , finishing old
projects and starting new.

Due to the fine weather we have been able
to keep busy outside , and I began to think
about those folks who for whatever the
reason may not be able to just go out and
spend time in the garden or any outdoor
space.

I have been spending time on the phone
speaking with many of our more senior
church members who are not “online “or “
Facebook”or do  “ facetime “ or any of that
other stuff that everyone seems to be doing.
What about the old fashioned “ landline” ,
just picking up the phone and having a good
old natter.

I found this a great experience , just chatting
and reflecting over what is going on outside
their four walls. I was quite inspired by my
calls, and in particular how contented and
resilient they all were.

They were all so positive and grateful to
everyone for the small acts of kindness
shown to them. No one was complaining ,
just happy to be safe and well. This
generation can teach all of us how to be at
peace with what is happening around them.
I am so grateful to have them to call and chat
to as those that know me, know that I am
not one for all the Facebook stuff .

I would like to share something my friend
sent to me ;
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Body Parts: A Quiz
1 Weapon of war                    ____________
2 Narrow part of a bottle          ____________
3 Joiners use them                        ____________
4 The middle of a lettuce             ____________
5 A flower  (4 letters)                    ____________
6 Base of a mountain         ____________
7 Top of a hill                 ____________
8 Bend in a water pipe         ____________
9 Part of a tree                      ____________
10 A needle has one          ____________
11 Edge of a cup                ____________
12 Part of corn                  ____________
13 Kings wear one           ____________
14 Teachers have these         ____________
15 Horse measurements         ____________
16 Part of a table                 ____________
17 A saw has these             ____________
18 Part of a shoe                ____________
19 Long wooden crate        ____________
20 A long type of roll          ____________

Ω John Carruthers, Elder
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LIFE: Simple Things
Dear all,

This week we have been doing some
gardening with nice bright rainbow
colours!

Thanks, Gillian

Ω Chris, Gillian, Beth and Max:
STM's LIFE Correspondents-at-large
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Classic Book Quiz

Ω David Mudie, Elder
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Cooking with Campbell

Ω Billy Campbell, Elder and STM Chef

Ec��e�e�h�n �ut��r t�rt

This is a favourite and usually make them for our congregation at Christmas time
and always for our very special Christingle Service accompanied with mulled wine
and egg nog.

This will make a 10 inch Sweet pastry lined case or 12 individual tarts cooked blind
before adding mixture ( these tarts freeze well ).

Filling
120 gr unsalted butter melt add
200 grams demerara sugar mix together
& add
2 medium eggs beaten add
2 tbsp white wine vinegar then mix
together
add all other ingedients,  mix together
before pouring  into the pastry case for
cooking

Other ingredients
200 gr mixed dried fruits Cranberry,
cherry, mixed peel, dates, raisens, apricots
what ever types you like ( or what you
may have in your cupboard )

60 grams chopped mixed nuts  pistachio,
pecan, walnuts hazelnuts again can be
ones you like

Add the filling, place in the middle of the
oven and cook for around  45/50  minutes
( Till golden brown on top and set ) Small
ones will take around 15/20 mins  in a
preheated oven which has reached to 180
degrees celsius or gas mark 4.

once cooked let it cool best to serve at
room temprature

*To add something special make
CRANNACHAN CREAM to
accompany this tart

3 ozs pinhead oatmeal (  toasted )

175  grams fresh or defrosted frozen
raspberries

6 fl ozs double cream  lightly
whipped

4 ozs philidelphia cream cheese  or
Mascarphone

5 table spoons malt whisky

3 table spoons runny honey

Whip the cream add the cream
cheese, add the other ingredients
best soak the honey, whisky and
oatmeal overnight before adding to
the cream and raspberries

Happy cooking,

B�l�y
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The following question was set in a recent Higher Mathematics Paper
and whatever you might say about standards and current trends in
education, this problem hits all the right notes.

There is a hint of humour, mystery and romance in the whole idea, but
the mathematics is quite substantial too.

A version of the following problem first appeared in print in the 16th
Century:

A frog and a toad fell to the bottom of a well that was 50 feet deep.

Each day the frog climbs 32 feet and then rests overnight. During the
night it slides down 2/3 of its height above the floor of the well.

The toad climbs 13 feet each day before resting. Overnight it slides down
¼ of its height above the floor of the well.
Determine whether or not either of them will eventually escape from
the well.

(Help is at hand: their progress can be modelled by the recurrence
relations:

● fn+1 =1/3fn +32,    f1=32

● tn+1 = ¾ tn +13,     t1=13

where fn and tn are the heights reached by the frog and the toad at the
end of the nth day)

Ω David Mudie, Elder

Brain Time
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Two rather more timid visitors
who come in daily, are a lesser
spotted woodpecker and a green
woodpecker.

We have a beautiful jay which
occasionally stops off briefly for
a feed.

In the photograph, you will see
Phil feeding on the ground and
if you look very closely, you
might just manage to see the
lesser spotted woodpecker
above him on the feeder on the
right-hand side.

An uplifting view is the
woodland behind the house.

The trees are now coming into
leaf and we frequently see young
deer grazing right next to the
fence.

e have been enjoying watching
the birds visiting the feeding stations
in the garden recently.

The regular visitors are the usual
blackbirds, blue tits, great tits,
sparrows, robins, chaffinches,
greenfinches, bullfinches, reed
buntings, wood pigeons, collared
doves and an occasional wren.

The greedier feeders are the
starlings, jackdaws, crows and
magpies.

A more unusual visitor, who flies in
over the fence two or three times a
day, is Phil the pheasant. He struts
around the garden as though he owns
it!

Garden Watch

Ω Tommy and Catriona
Thomson

STM Ornithologists-at-large
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Ω Illustration by Eilidh Barbour,

Artist-in-residence
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Ω Imogen Syme,
STM Poet Laureate-in-residence

Name:Imogen Date:2.4.20
Spring Poem

Rainbowcolours

Rainbowsarebeautiful,they really
standout.
Red like roses and cherries.Nasturtiums
are orange like chrysanthemums
When you see a rainbow your eyes
brighten up, just as the sun.

Limes, they are such glowing green.
The NHS logo is blue, they care for you.
Purple is the colour of juicy plums.
Gum is pink and marshmallows too, I like
them both, what about you?
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Imogen describes this drama as funny, adventurous and weird. Her favourite
phrase was, "Did you just let out a bum secret?" Which had us both in hysterics!

We both enjoyed watching Worzel Gummidge and had lots of laughs
throughout. Imogen thought some of the scarecrows were are a bit freaky though
so we rated it 3.5/5

Worzel Gummidge is available to watch on BBC iPlayer.

Ω Ian and Imogen Syme : STM's Film Critics-at-large

Worzel Gummidge (2019)

Length 120 mins  ( 2 episodes)
/ Rating U

* * *

This is a good re-imagining of
the original TV series.
Entertainment for all the
family.

Stars Mackenzie Crook as the
eccentric Worzel Gummidge.

The story centres on two
orphan children who meet a
scarecrow,  Worzel Gummidge,
who believes that the children
are a pair of very unusual
scarecrows rather than
children.

This is a good watch for anyone
missing nature as it's mainly set
outdoors in the countryside.
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With family in Kent we have started
having Zoom online conferences and it
is so good to see them and talk to them
– remembering the happy time we had
a year ago when we all got together in
the seaside village of Staithes in
Yorkshire.

I look on Amazon for suitable books for
our 10 year old grandson, Oliver, and
we regularly send him puzzles to do.
The latest one  was to count the number
of squares he could see. You might like
to try it.

Indoors, Iain has been working on an
update to one of his books. I have been
filing photos. We have a large collection
of family photos, some going back over
100 years.

These are being identified dated and
filed. This is a slow job as so often it
takes us on enjoyable trips down
memory lane. It was a task we had
planned for wet winter days but it never
happened; so now is the time.

We are also thinking of our St Mungo’s
friends and hope that we will all be able
to meet soon.

Ω  Iain and Jean Nicolson, STM
Lockdown Experts

What we did in Lockdown
this week in Sunny Alloa

hey say as you get older your horizons

shrink and life slows down. We had not
noticed that, although maybe others had
noticed it in us, but our horizons have
certainly shrunk due to coronavirus.

We have been lucky – the weather has
been very good and so we are spending
time in the garden tidying up after
winter, sitting out with cups of coffee,
enjoying the spring flowers and blossom
and watching the birds which regularly
visit the seeds and fatballs. We saw what
we think is a reed bunting in the garden
last week – if it was, it is the first time we
had seen one here.

Before we moved to Alloa twelve years
ago, we had lived in several different
places and so have friends all over the
place.

We are enjoying emailing and catching
up with them (some were in the “once a
year at Christmas” category so it is good
to be in more regular contact). One of
them, a lady of 87, first saw me when I
was 2 hours old so I can safely say she is
my oldest friend.
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Notes from

Hello, my name is Tony I'm
the Administrative Assistant
and a new young Trustee of
Connect Alloa.

During this lockdown I have
helped Connect Alloa get the
club's online operations
running by using a service
called 'Discord' to help
coordinate and facilitate our
youth groups.

The platform allows us to
continue to support the young
people and the community
even during the current
situation- helping us to remain
in touch until we meet again.

Currently we are able to run a
voice and text based group
where we can do Dungeon and
Dragons, skillshare, games and
overall just a chance to socialise
in the only currently possible
way.

Helping Connect Alloa do
this is not only letting me know
I'm making a difference to my
community but it gives me an
opportunity to use my skills
productively and to make a
boring and isolating lockdown
a time of still feeling connected
to the community.

Ω Tony, Connect Alloa
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From the Manse Vault
Friday  11th Dec, 2011

Unconditional Acceptance

She is impatient with these ritual
exchanges.

“Ella, sit!”

There is an atmosphere of occasion, of
formality, of cadence.  An unconscious
imperative.  In these moments, her speech
bubbles are unintelligible to me.

My darling Ella is a border collie, not
particularly famous for capricious
behaviour but one kept well clear of Ella
when she was at the park.  She would be
so charged with well-being that she would
uncoil like in that wonderful way of the
collie, barely controllable on the lead.

But for those who have known ‘an
elsewhere’ the quality of these moments
is different, along with the nature of that
other self to be found in a different time
and place.

I am brought back to the magical
translucence when we thought anything
was possible.

In these unfamiliar and blessed moments,
mood and circumstance coincide with a
significant encounter.

Like a child there is a graphic simplicity
to Ella; a limited yet eloquent language of
creatureliness.

When I asked her if she could give me a
break, she simply replied, “Somewhere
inside me there’s this little Collie.”

Her response is matter of fact yet ethereal,
capturing a magic all its own. † Ella, circa November 2011

Today, she pressed me eagerly for my
feelings on a TV show.  I told her that
the said TV show was a programme
without a denouement or a moral.  She
blinked twice as I said this.  She sat
there tight-lipped and enigmatic.  By
her demeanour I took my response had
been odd but quite acceptable.

But on our way back home, she plopped
down and unfurled a fresh number two.
I mean she just unloaded.  It was one of
those rare moments where eschatology
meets scatology.  I would like to think
that it was not her silent way of
protesting against my critical stance on
the said show.

“Oh my word,” she said, not quite
believing what she had birthed.

“We’re doomed,” I said under my breath
as I raced inside the manse for a plastic
bag– my heroic efforts cruelly ignored
by Wittgenstein.  I cursed him in my
heart.

But still, it‘s a perfectly realized night
for me: the park, poo, and unconditional
acceptance – just in that order.
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LITTLE BLACK & BROWN & WHITE DOGS PUBLISHING™
   2020

If you have been to any of our services in the last decade,
you will find the Order of Service rather familiar and in
order to the established norm.  For those of you who are
new, please be assured that all will be well.  Just click the
link and do follow along.  Neither the order nor the
substance has changed.

Each week, the Prayer and Reading and Time for Reflection
will be recorded and uploaded by our parishioners to our
Facebook website by no less than Saturday night.  All
submissions are welcome to be sent to:
scha@churchofscotland.org.uk

Ω

A
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