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MINISTER'S LETTER
My dearly beloved,

As the sports writer, George Plimpton, recollects: “Once, Mike Tyson sat in a dressing room
and listened to some British boxing writers tell him that they had just been with Tyrell Biggs
and his people, a few days before Tyson vs. Biggs, and it sounded like they had a good plan
for him – Tyson – on Saturday night.

Tyson looked up and said, “Everybody’s got a plan ‘til they get hit.”

We have been hit.  Who has been hit?  All of us.

This situation with the COVID-19 is unprecedented.

We are constantly learning new things.  We have learned that the Kirk  must adapt where
it can, and endure where it cannot.  But the hope that I have in Christ shall never fade.  It
shall endure.  For a thing of beauty is a joy for ever: Its loveliness increases; it will never.
Pass into nothingness, as Keats once said.

During my decade here with you all, I have been searching for the people of Christ, the
Church.  As a minister in the Church of Scotland, I am made to feel this truth daily here in
Alloa, Scotland.  The church is not just my livelihood, but rather, my life.  Even if I see the
church as a gathering of a quirky group of people, I think they may just be the sort of
gathering that may help us to better understand what it means to be a church that no longer
controls our destiny, but rather, a group guided by YHWH's Providence.  I have hope in
that.  And only in that.

If you have been to any of our services in the last decade, you will find the Order of Service
rather familiar and in order to the established norm.  For those of you who are new, please
be assured that all will be well.  Just click the link and do follow along.  Neither the order
nor the substance has changed.

Each week, the Prayer and Reading and Time for Reflection will be recorded and uploaded
by our parishioners to our Facebook website by no less than Saturday night.

Many years ago, I was editor of my high school literary magazine, Amaranth.  This was well
over 20 years ago and I have forgotten how to edit.  But industry is the great enemy of
melancholy.  So this Weekly Parishioner is the product of my melancholy for having to stay
away from all of you and our beloved St. Mungo's- our first.

I want to thank all the people who have contributed to this our first maiden voyage in these
very uncertain times.  This, our first edition, is an uncertain offering.  All I am certain of is
that all the mistakes are mine.

Sang
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Messy Church took place in the Session House
at St Mungo’s on Friday 21st February.  The day
was wet, cold and miserable and the last day of
the school holiday.  We had made extra effort
to attract people to the event by advertising in
supermarkets, the library and primary schools.
In the week leading up to the event we also
distributed flyers in Alloa town centre.  We
prayed that people would come. And they did.
Children, parents, grandparents.

The theme was love and the activities included
icing biscuits, making cards for family
members, putting a message in a bottle and
bubble painting. All ages enjoyed the crafts on
offer and joined in enthusiastically with the
singing. The delicious meal prepared by Billy
was enjoyed by 24 people.  The day was a huge
success.

Unfortunately no Messy Church will take place
until the Covid 19 crisis is over.  Genesis 9 v13
“I am putting my rainbow in the clouds as the
sign of the agreement between me and the
earth”.  The rainbow is a symbol of hope for us,
a reminder that God keeps his promises.  Use
whatever craft materials you have at home to
make a colourful rainbow and put it in a
window where neighbours can see it.  We can
keep in touch with each other through our STM
Facebook page and our website. Stay at home
and stay safe.

Ω Beatrice Campbell, Mission Convener
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Tae a virus
Twa months ago, we didna ken,
yer name or ocht aboot ye
But lots of things have changed since
then,
I really must salute ye

Yer spreading rate is quite intense,
yer feeding like a gannet
Disruption caused, is so immense,
ye’ve shaken oor wee planet.

Corona used tae be a beer,
they garnished it wae limes
But noo it’s filled us awe wae fear
These days, are scary times.

Nae shakin hawns, or peckin lips,
it’s whit they awe advise
But scrub them weel, richt tae the tips,
that’s how we’ll awe survive

Just stay inside , the hoose, ye bide
Nae sneakin  oot for strolls
Just check the lavvy every hoor
And stock-take, your, loo rolls

Our holidays have been pit aff
Noo that’s the Jet2 patter
Pit oan yer thermals, have a laugh
And paddle ‘ doon the waater ‘

Canary isles, no for a while
Nae need for suntan cream
And awe because o this wee bug
We ken tae be..19

The boredom surely will set in,
But have a read, or doodle
Or plan yer menu for the month
Wi 95 pot noodles.

When these run oot, just look aboot
A change, it would be nice
We’ve beans and pasta By the ton
and twenty stane o rice.

So dinny think yell wipe us oot
Aye true, a few have died
Bubonic, bird flu, and Tb
They came, they left, they tried

Ye might be gallus noo ma freen
As ye jump fae cup tae cup
But when we get oor vaccine made
Yer number will be up.

Ω Willie Sinclair, March 2020
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Sunday 26 June 2011

I remember being hit by a car when I was 6
and breaking my right leg – the bone above
my knees snapping clean into two pieces.  It
put me out of commission for about 6
months during which time I had to lie
perfectly still with a pin drilled through my
leg in order to stabilize the healing process.
The scars on my forehead are from this time.
I didn’t mind it all that much as I spent the
days reading comic books, dropping
ungodly amount of weight and doodling
pictures of dogs I would keep when I grew
up.  I was a great one for digressions even
then.

Even as a small boy I loved animals to
distraction.  There are very few desires so
intense as a boy's longing for a dog. So
Wittgenstein has come into my life.  He is a
happy spirit, finding delight in simple
pleasures.

Children are greatly attracted to him, and
many are devoted to him in no common
degree.

He knows just how to take them, joining
most happily and naturally in their games
and withstanding the inquisitive pokes and
handling from them (as children are wont to
do) with equal equanimity.  Well, it is never
dull with my friends.

During one of our outings, I was talking
with Wittgenstein regarding the existential
loneliness of Presbyterianism.

“What’s a Presbyterian?” he asked.
He was rather patient with me, lowering his
head and peeking up at me from time to time
as I pondered the best way to explain it to a
canine, which would in turn help us to
uncover some hidden key emotion.  Canine
friends are so much nicer to have around
than Presbyterians in any case.

I finally spoke.  “Presbyterian names the
Christian ‘par excellence’.”

“Fancy that,” he said.

Ω Wittgenstein Cha, Resident
Genius of the Manse  c/o his Agent

†Witty during his “crime fighting”™ days, circa 2011

From the Manse Vault
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Letter from the Treasurer
In a recent article and sermon the Minister quoted Robert Frost who when ask what he had
learned about life, he summed it up in three words,"it goes on".  This was brought home
to me dramatically  yesterday when Cath and I went for a short drive to break the monotony
of self isolation and witnessed the birth of new lambs, I should hasten to add, from the car
window, for we never left the vehicle until we reached home again. Life certainly goes on
and in a number of different  ways.

While I accept that what I am about to say in the present circumstances is undoubtedly
secondary to all the other issues members  are having to deal with, as your Treasurer, my
role is to hopefully help to ensure that our Church goes on and it and our services  are again
available   to all when we again emerge from this dark tunnel into the light which we
undoubtedly will.

Unfortunately,  in the meantime our monthly fixed costs of wages, insurance, council  tax,
line rental leasing charges continue and while we are able to meet these from reserves for
some time, the loss of income from both your weekly giving as well as from our regular
coffee mornings etc., will have a considerable  impact over time.

Bearing this in mind, I hope
you will continue to place
aside   your WFO envelopes
and normal cash donations to
be either  given to your Elder
when Elders are once again
permitted to visit or when we
are once again able to open
our Church for normal
worship.

While I feel a bit  like Scrooge
writing this at this time,
please believe me that I do so
recognizing   the difficulties
and uncertainties  we all face
but with, I hope, the best
interests of St Mungo's at
heart and in the knowledge
that with your continued
support and best wishes,
Church     "LIFE GOES ON".
God bless you and keep you
safe.

Ω John Carruthers

† Photo of our beloved church just this month courtesy of
Andrew Hewitson
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Know your Scotland QUIZ
1. What is partan bree?
2. Who are the Gable Endies?
3. Where is the telephone kiosk featured in “Local Hero”?
4. In which island are you most likely to see or hear a corncrake?
5. 4406 is its special number
6. The vacuum flask was invented by a Scot. Who was he?
7. Loch Dubh-translate into English.
8. Which river has the greatest flow of water in Britain?
9. Which mountain is known as the “Sugar Loaf”?
10. What is a “maik”?
11. “Chariots of Fire” featured which Scottish athlete?
12. Which Scottish clan has a strawberry leaf in its crest?
13. Who wrote “The Little Minister”?
14. Which town was the backdrop for “Gregory’s Girl”?
15. This village appears once every hundred years.
16. What was the name of Miss Jean Brodie’s school?
17. This poet wrote about the demise of the Tay Bridge in the winter
of 1879
18. Which Scot gave his name to a scale of temperature?
19. In French it is crepuscule. In English it is twilight, in Scotland it is
known as...
20. Who was the heroine of “Sunset Song” by Lewis Grassic Gibbon?
21. What is a “Jock Scott”?
22. Who was said to be “The wisest fool in Christendom”?
23. Which local village’s name means “place of the willows”?
24. In the film “Geordie” who played the part of Geordie as a young
boy?
25. Which animal is a tod?
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