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MINISTER'S LETTER WEEK 12
My dearly beloved,

I cannot quite believe that this is week 12
of the Weekly Parishioner.  3 months!
Given the state of things, it is uncertain
when things will return to something like
the new normal.   These days have been
terribly unfunny days.

Someone asked me what I miss most
about our Church.  Answer: Laughter.  All
the laughing we do together.

Each church, if it is a church, will have its
circumlocutions, its compliances.  There
is  a good amount of good-natured teasing
that animates the St. Mungo's family on
any given Sunday.  We laugh a lot.  In
these 10 years I have had more fun than
ministers normally are allowed to have.

We dive straight into the fond raillery.
“Good morning, dear.”  “No cuddles for
me this morning?” “Hello, Sang.”  “Good
week?” “Hey, pal.” “You al’right?”  “I had
to sort the cupboards, ken?” “Oh, hi.”

Then little Jessica hops through the vestry
on her way to Sunday School.   "Hello,
Sangy."

Sangy- a sobriquet used only by my
closest friends.

Even now I can hear them, many months
removed, even as I tell you this.  I like to
tease some of them, especially the
septuagenarians and beyond- for it is our
idiolect, our bond.

 I ask, “Didn’t I see you last week?”
 “Yes, I was on duty at the door,” says
she.
 “Well, you’ve aged horribly,” I say.

This is the way I amuse myself before
Sunday worship.

What makes our Church beautiful is that
it hides the Balm of Gilead somewhere in
all that laughter in the midst of our
challenges- in this time of being the Kirk.
We Christians call that hope.  That
building on 10 Bedford Place hides a
treasure in the depths of its heart.  What
makes it beautiful is that in being
essential, it is invisible.  As the Fox said
to the Little Prince, "One sees clearly only
with the heart.  Anything essential is
invisible to the eyes."

It cheers me up to bring them to my
mind.

In a way, my little introductions to these
Weekly Parishioners are little love letters
to them.

We may think that this time of upheaval
is pointless and meaningless.  But
nothing is pointless and nothing is
meaningless if the Christian will face it
nobly, for every story begins with an
ending.   Like Joseph at the bottom of the
pit, it may take decades to understand,
even a little, the what (and sometimes the
why) of some event.  We just do not know
until we know.  We just do not know until
we laugh in the end.

"And the end of all our exploring/Will be
to arrive where we started/And know the
place for the first time," as T S Eliot once
said.

On that first morning back, I will say,
“Well, you’ve aged horribly."  But it will
sound like something else entirely.

Tu sais je vais t’aimer.
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Ω David Mudie, Elder

1. Billy Connelly

2. Maw, Paw, Granpaw, Hen, Joe, Maggie,
Daphne, Horace, The Twins, The Bairn.

3. Soapy Soutar and Fat Bob

4. Tom and Molly Weir

5. Magnus Magnusson

6. Sean Connery

7. Graham Obree

8. Harry Lauder

9. Michael Kelly

10. Lulu

Answers to Previous Week’s  Quiz
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“Good morning Sang.

I took this from the bedroom window just now. It's a young roe
deer on the other side of our fence.”

Ω Photo courtesy of Tommy and Catriona Thomson
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Ω Photo courtesy of Andrew Hewitson
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Ω Photo courtesy of Andrew Hewitson
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Ω Photo courtesy of Andrew Hewitson
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Ω Photo courtesy of Christine Wildau



10

Ω Photo courtesy of Christine Wildau
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Ω Photo courtesy of Christine Wildau
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Notes from Home
From the Treasurer
Under Church of Scotland rules, individual congregations are required
to be self-sustaining as well as meet an agreed annual allocation, based
on turnover averaged over three years, to support the Church’s central
services and mission work.

It has been gratifying that we have received a number of new Standing
orders from members since lockdown began. However, the lockdown
has created a shortfall in the church’s finances, caused mainly by no
Sunday plate collection, no Sunday WFO envelopes, no teas and coffees
on Sundays and Wednesdays and no income from events.  We would
ask, that if you have WFO envelopes, please keep filling them each week
–if you are financially able to do this - and bring them to church when
St Mungo’s reopens or ask your elder to collect them.

However, if you would like to start a Standing Order to make your
regular offering, it is simple to arrange.  The church bank details can
be obtained from the treasurer John Carruthers, or from any member
of the communications group. Alternatively, you could use the Church
of Scotland online donations system by following the link below.  This
would help St Mungo’s to keep going.

Thank you to everyone who is contributing to allow the work of the
Church to continue.
https://churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-
donations-system

Link on home page:
This week the Church of Scotland has introduced an online donations
system.  To find out more about this and the importance of your
donations, follow the link below.
https://churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-
donations-system

Ω John Carruthers, Elder and Treasurer
01259 213670
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Notes from Home
Hello friends

Day 91 in my Covid19 diary.

How has your week been?

Mine has been full of ups and downs!

I try to keep to a "normal" routine doing all the usual chores around the house but
baking is not a priority simply because we have no visitors other than family and
friends who drop off shopping on the doorstep, and we are not eating cake.

In these difficult times a visit from family and a chat at the garden gate or, if its sunny,
a seat in the back garden keeping 2 metres apart is our lifeline.

The rain has refreshed the soil ready for planting. The plants I ordered by phone have
arrived so my task over the next few days will be to plant up all the pots, baskets and
bedding with Summer colour.

After all the actions, reactions, demonstrations, violence and historic monuments
being vandalised or destroyed last week it was uplifting to watch the Queens official
birthday celebrations yesterday, albeit very differently too.

It brings back a lovely memory of the year my parents got tickets to attend the
ceremony in Horse Guards parade and how proud they were to be there in the special
guests seating on that special day.

This years parade came from the grounds of Windsor Castle.  Watching the marching
by the Welsh Guards and hearing the great Welsh music was wonderful.  It was also
good to hear of their work in these days of lockdown helping the NHS by doing mobile
testing.  The spectacular sight of the Guards in their red uniforms, 2 metres apart,
marching, all the colour and pageantry  that the U.K. does so well and our 94 year old
Queen taking the salute on her own was super.  It was the least  and most they could
do this year to mark the occasion.

The scale might have been down and no crowds but the Queen is worthy of the
birthday celebration as the "Mother of our Nation and Commonwealth" .

For many families this year birthdays, anniversaries, weddings and other special
gatherings have been put on hold until better times.

  These times WILL come and we WILL gather to celebrate family,  life and friendships.

Wishing you all a good week ahead.

Until we meet again take care, stay safe and well.

Ω Christine Wildau,
STM’s Guild Convener/Craft Group Convener
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Notes from Home

Flame of Hope

Peace and Faith and Love and Hope

Four candles burning low

Yet side by side they lit the night

And gave a warming glow

But anger soon diminished peace

As faith gave in to doubt

And love abandoned,faded too

And soon all three went out

But hope still kept her flame alight

A joy for all to see

And growing stronger through the dark

She soon relit all three

When peace and faith and love grow dim

And struggle to survive

Hold fast to hope through doubt and fear

And keep the flame alive

-Iris Hesselden

Ω As suggested by Janette Hunter, Elder
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Notes from Away
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Painting with Peter™

*Editor’s Note: full scale works to be found in subsequent pages
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Painting with Peter™

† Painting courtesy of Peter Lo
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Painting with Peter™

† Painting courtesy of Peter Lo
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Painting with Peter™

† Painting courtesy of Peter Lo
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Peter Rabbit the movie (2018)

This movie stars James Corden as the
voice of Peter Rabbit alongside Daisy
Ridley, Margot Robbie and Sam Neill.

Young Peter Rabbit likes to raid Mr
McGregor's garden for tasty fruit and
vegetables. Mr McGregor is mean and
doesn't like animals , especially rabbits in
his garden.

Bea is the neighbour who loves animals,
especially rabbits. She spends her days
painting pictures that no one
understands.

Imogen's favourite character is Cottontail
, who she describes as adorable and fierce.
Two favourite phrases which are now
regularly quoted in our house are , "Look
away!" and "It's not lipstick, it's lip balm!"

Great film family viewing
Imogen scores this 4.5/5 as she really
enjoyed it, but a few sad bits .

DVD available also can be streamed on
Amazon Prime and other streaming
services.

Ω Ian and Imogen Syme : STM's
Film Critics-at-large
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Cooking with Campbell

Ω Billy Campbell, Elder and STM Chef
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Quiz Time

Ω John Carruthers, Elder

Know your Scotland Quiz
Number 2

1. A town renowned for “honest men and bonnie lasses”.

2. The deepest loch in Scotland has a rival to Nessie. Name the loch.

3. What is a horny gollach?

4. Which football team is known as “The Red Lichties”?

5. Clear winding and Black-two of a kind?

6. Who wrote “Whisky Galore”?

7. Which famous Scot defined the field of electromagnetism?

8. Who has his own private army?

9. What is a “gezunder”?

10. Give the Scots word for a porridge stick.

11. What was the date of The Declaration of Arbroath?

12. Which bird is a hill overlooking Loch Lomond?

13. What is the name in Gaelic for the dirk attached to the kilt?

14. Which town is known as Thrums?

15. What part of the body is the oxter?

16. Usquebaugh (uisgebeatha) means water of life or more common-
ly……………?

17. This battle near Stirling was a Pyrrhic victory.

18. AlltMhor….translate into English.

19. Which mountain in Sutherland won The Grand National?

20. In which village is the oldest living tree in Britain?



23

Classic Book Quiz

Ω David Mudie, Elder
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Notes from

Hey, my name is Craig I am a
volunteer with Connect Alloa.

During lockdown I have by taking
walks, reading, talking with friends
and family, playing games and
helping with Connect Alloa online
when I can.

Joining Connect Alloa’s online
sessions has been a great way to keep
in touch with the volunteers and
young people. We have chats, talk
about our day, play games and of
course play Dungeons & Dragons.

I usually act as the 'Dungeon Master'
which basically means I trying to
keep things fun and get to act a bit
silly myself (I'm young at heart).

If D&D isn’t for you, I'd still
recommend that you come along as
we also do creative sessions or you
can just come chat using voice or text.

I hope everyone is staying safe
during these difficult times and if
you are looking for something fun to
do, Connect Alloa runs Tuesday and
Friday nights on Discord. Come
along say hey and maybe roll some
dice with us during a D&D session.

Stay safe and remember, at Connect
Alloa 'We appreciate you.'

- Craig, Volunteer and
'Dungeon Master’

Ω Photos courtesy of Connect
Alloa
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Notes from

Ω Photos courtesy of Connect Alloa



26

Notes from

Ω Photos courtesy of Connect Alloa
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Notes from

Ω Photo courtesy of Connect Alloa
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Ω  Courtesy of Pauline- Port Chaplain Leith - Sailors' Society
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LITTLE BLACK & BROWN & WHITE DOGS PUBLISHING™
   2020

If you have been to any of our services in the last decade,
you will find the Order of Service rather familiar and in
order to the established norm.  For those of you who are
new, please be assured that all will be well.  Just click the
link and do follow along.  Neither the order nor the
substance has changed.

Each week, the Prayer and Reading and Time for Reflection
will be recorded and uploaded by our parishioners to our
Facebook website by no less than Saturday night.  All
submissions are welcome to be sent to:
scha@churchofscotland.org.uk

Ω

A

mailto:cha@churchofscotland.org.uk.
mailto:cha@churchofscotland.org.uk.
mailto:cha@churchofscotland.org.uk.
mailto:cha@churchofscotland.org.uk.
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